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by Brig. Gen. Van P. Williams Jr.
Commander, {76th Wing

"If | have seen farther than others,” [saac Newton once
wrote, “it is by standing on the shoulders of giants."”

Over the last 50 years, the Alaska Air National Guard has
produced a few giants of its own. On this, our golden anniver-
sary, it is fitting that we look back and honor these individuals;
the thousands of dedicated men and women who created a tiny,
| 6-man unit, then helped build it into one of the finest Air
Nartional Guard organizations in the country.

Any such tribute must start, of course, with Col. Lars Johnson,
a name practically synonymous with the early days of the Alaska
Air National Guard. In late 1951, after spending countless hours
bending the ears and twisting the arms of military and territorial
officials, Johnson got what he was after: promises of support for
the creation of a new Air Guard unit

“They said they would back it with the assurance [that we
would] pick up the ball and never drop it until the Air Guard was
authorized,” Johnson wrote some 40 years later. “And that is
exactly what we did.”

Bur after Johnson, who would we recognize next? Albert
Kulis, one of the first — and, sadly, not the last — members of
our organization to make the ultimate sacrifice in the line of
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duty? Larry Campbell, %
our first Alrican-
American member,
who joined as a captain
in 1963 and made
colonel less than [0
years later?

Patrical Dolezal?
Pappy Elmore?
Marjorie Paulson?
Harold Wolverton? The
fact is, the Alaska Air
Natfonal Guard has
helped produce (and, in
turn, been strength-
ened by) too many
giants to single them all out by name. Any such attermpt would be
woefully inadequate

And perhaps that too is fitting. For 50 years, this unique
organization has been driven by the unifoerm excellence of all the
men and women who comprise it, from top 1o bottem. On
every drill weekend and on all the days in between, these
dedicated patriots have been the lifebloed of the Alaska Air
National Guard, and its true heroes

As we look back on a half-century of accomplishment, | would
like to extend my personal thanks to all these giants of the past. [t
is on their shoulders we stand as we reach for the sky.

Brig. Gen Von P Williams Jr. has fed the
Alaska Air National Guard’s 176th Wing
since Oclober 1996 He previously
commonded fhe 1681h Aeriof Refueling
Wing at Eielson for just over two years

40 Moy
1800 — 2300: lcebreaker social/no host bar for local and out-of-town
retireesfalumni and key staff at the Millennium Horel

37 May

G800 — 0900: Continental Breakfast for invited guests at Kulis' Ops
Theater (Bldg 21} POC SMSgt. Wendy Brown (249-1 122}

0900 — 1 600: Kulis, HQ AKANG (FRC) and other facility tours for
invited guases Locations and POCs depend on selected tour.

(900 — 1000: | 76th Wing current mission briefing and HQAKANG
briefing for invited guests and staff in Ops Theater. POC TBD

1000 — 1100: “Gachering of Eagles” AKANG warrior legacy/heritage
seminar for invited guests and interested personnel in Ops Theater.
POC Maj Mike Haller {428-6031).

1200 — 1300: Luncheon for invited guests in the Vehicle Maintanance
Facility (Bldg. 52), POC SM5gt Rich Zellner (249-1455)

1300 — 1400: | 76th YVing current mission bnefing and HQAKANG
briefing far invited guests and staff in Ops Theater. POC TBD

1400 — 1500: “Gathering of Eagles” AKANG warrior legacy/herictage
seminar [or invited guests in Ops Theater. POC Maj Haller.

50th Anniversary

Schedule of even’ts

1 June

0800 - 1100: Capabilities Exercise for all personnel and invited guests
at Malemute Drop Zone on Fort Richardsen (trans. provided)

1100 — 1300: Chief's Group picnic for all CAPEX accendees. POC
Chiel Andy Pierce (249-1795)

1430 — 1600: Kulis Klassic 5K/10K Run for all personnel and invited
guests. Run will start ac T-33 pad (long-term parking) . POC Capt
Eric Budd (428-7230).

1 800 — 2200: 50th Anniversary Ball at Sheraron Horel, All invited;
mess dress not required POC Capt_Kay Spear-Budd (24%-1408)

2 June

0960 - 1 100: 50th Anniversary Annual Awards Ceremony for all
personnel/guests in Hangar 2 POC Capt Eric Budd (428-7230)

1200 — 1600: Family Day Celebration lor all personnel, family mem-
bers and invited guests. POC CMSgr. Brian Shaffer (249-1875}

27 June

Course_ POCs M5gr. Kirk Whirtehurst and Capt_ Marie Wauters,




About the cover
T

e
Passing in front of Mt, McKinley, this
formation comprises all the mission
aircraft the Alaska Air National Guard has
ever flown

The onginal work is a handmade illustra-
tion designed and created by artist james
Morris in honor of the Alaska Air Narional
Guard's 50th anniversary. It is used on the
cover of this special edition of the Air
Guardian with his permission

Larger, high-quality repreductions will be
available for purchase from the Wing
Commander's Office. Pricing had not
been determined as of press rime; contact
MSgt. Lynn Mayer (249-1239) for more
information

The Air Guardian

The Air Guardian is published quarterly. This
funded Air Fcrce Magazine is an authorized
publication for members of the |176th Wing,
located at Kulis Air National Guard Base,
5005 Raspberry Rd, Anchorage, Alaska
99502-1982.

Contents of the Air Guardian are not
necessarily the official views of, nor
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the
Department of the Air Force or the National
Guard Bureau

The Air Guardian staff may be contacted
during UTA weekends at (907) 249-1352 or
via DSN at (317) 626-1352, The e-mail
address is: john,callahan@akanch.ag,af.mil
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The big 5-0

Check here for a list of events and activities.
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Command

Adjutant General of Alaska
Maj. Gen. Phillip E. Oates

Commander, [ 76th Wing
Brig. Gen. Van P Williams Jr.

Vice Commander, 176th Wing
Col. Gene L. Ramsay

-

The 1950s

In the beginning . . |

The Guard today

Two pages of colorful characters

Thank you

Letters from a few of the Air Guard’s
not-so-secret admirers

1 76th Wing Public Affairs
SrA. John T. Caliahan

This issue produced with assistance
from SrA. Shannon Oleson of the
| 76 CF Visual Information Unit.

This special edition of the Air Guardian is dedicated to Col. Lars Johnson, and
to all members — past and present — of the organization he helped create.



Abave: The enlisted men of the 144th Air
Transportation Squadron line up for inspection
n 1956 ANG pholo

Center: F-80s over western Alaska ANG photo
Right: More than 50 children from St_ Lawrence
Isfand board a C-47 fo take them fo Ancharage
for medical treatment in 1959 ANG photo

EVERY STORY STARTS SOME-
WHERE, and the story of the Alaska
Air Nationa Guard starts with Cel.
Lars L. Jehnson

Teugh and determined, Johnson
came to Alaska in 1938, and was
called to active duty when America
entered World War |l three years
later. He served with distinction in
Alasla and the Philippines, and when
the war ended was assigned as a flight
instructor in Bogota, Colombia. In
1949 he returned to Alaska, intending
to work as a miner and commercial
fisherman. Those plans were set aside
when then-Territorial Governor
Ernest Gruening named him the first
official adjutant general of the Alaska
National Guard.

Cleared for takeoff
At the time, Alaska was the only
LS, state or territory without its
own Air Guard unit. Almost
immediately, Johnson and his aide,
Lt. Lee Lucas of Juneau, set about
changing that.

"There was some reluctance,”
Jehnson would write years later. "The
territorial legislature did not want to
provide meney. Some in the military

Air Guardsmen
Survey Alaska
To Form Units

JUNEAU (Special) — The Na-
tional Guard Bureau will make’
a survey of Alaska in the next
week 10 determine the poxsibiie
tiea of an Air National Guard
for Alazka, Cnl. L.. L. Johnson,
adjulant general, announced to-
day.

“We must have information as
to who is imterested in joining
an air national guerd unit as
soon as pmasibie,” Colonel John-
TN Raled.

*Representatives of the Alr
Division for 1hes Nstional
Guard Bureau will visit the
Territory far Shis purposs.

Former Air Force personnel
are especinlly inviled 1o enll
their Jueal Nationa) Guard head-
quarlers in  Anchorage. Fair-
banks or Juncau for further in-
formation, Informal . Question.
nairex will be avaifable at the
locsl Nationrl Guard headquar-
terxs by Thuraday.

felt the territery would not be able to
support a squadron,”

With support from Gruening and U.S,
Senate territorial delegates Bili Egan and
Bob Bartletr, Johnson made it his personal
crusade to bring the doubters around to
his point of view. He spent countless
hours lobbying state and federal officials,
and personally made several trips to
Washington D.C. to make his case

In July 1952, at a meeting for cicy
officials and businessmen at the Anchor-
age YMCA, National Guard Air Division
Commander Maj, Gen. Earl Ricks an-
nounced that Johnson's drive had paid off.
He said the government was willing to

invest $1.5 million to establish an Air
Guard unit in Anchorage, either at the
city's international airport or on
Elmendorf Air Force Base, The only
condition: that Johnson prove he could
find enough pecple to man the unit

A quick survey intiated by Johnson
indicated widespread interest in the idea,
and on Sept. |5, 1952, the federal
government authorized and recegnized
the 8144th Air Base Squadron,

Getting off the ground
At its creation, the 844th included | |

Cal Lars Jehnson’s efforts result in federal recagnition of the 8144th Air Base
Squadron. Johnson separates from the Army National Guard to accept a
commission in the Alaska Air National Guard and simultanecus appointment
as its commander and adjutant general

Two separate flying accidents
within one hour take the lives
of the first AKANG members
to die in the line of duty, In-
cluding Tst Lt. Albert Kulis

The new unit gets its wings.
With the arrival of the T-33s
and F-80s, the unit is re-des-
ignoted the 144th Fighter-
Bomber Squadron



enlisted

men, five officers
{including Johnsen, who shertly

thereafter separated from the Army
National Guard te accept a commission in
the Air National Guard and simultaneous
appointment as its commander and
adjutant general), and no planes. Its
headquarters were located in a small
office above what was then the bus depot
on Fourth Avenue. Because the office was
so small, the men convened for their first
UTA in a nearby Quonset hut

Their first aircraft, a T-6G "'Texan”
trainer; arrived in February 1953, In chat
month's issue of The Men in Blue (an
early, single-sheet precursor to this
publication), Lt. Lucas noted that the
arrival provided the unit with their "first
real wings" and that "pilots of the squad-
ron will put the recent arrival from the
sunny south to immediate use,"

Soon five more trainers arrived,
operating out of Elmendorf's Hanger #3.
In keeping with the Air Guard's mission to
provide national air defense, the pilots
began training in earnest for their planned
transition to jet fighters. As that training
progressed, the unit was re-designated
the |44th Fighter-Bomber Squadron in
July 1953

The first jet, a T-33A trainer, arrived in
Qctober, shortly followed by F-B0C
"Shooting Star" jet fighters. By late Fall of
1954 the growing unit was fully equipped
with 14 F-80s, two T-33s, three T-6G
trainers, two T-6 observaticon planes and a
C-47A "Gooney Bird" transport.

Then disaster struck
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Twin tragedies
November 16, 1954 was a dark
day for the young organization.
First, a T-33 on a training flight
over Point McKenzie checked in with
ground controllers, then simply
vanished, Neither the plane nor its
occupants, Lt Roger Pendleton and
Capt. Lionel Tietze, were ever seen or
heard from again.

Less than a half-hour later, a training
flight of three F-80s led by Ist Lt Albert
Kulis passed in foermation over the Goose
Bay area, on the west side of Knik Arm
Lt. Kulis' wing man watched as his fighter
went into a steep, diving turn and van-
ished inte a cloudbank. Two weeks later,
wreckage belonging to Kulis' jet was found
in the mud at Goose Bay, but the fighter
sank before it could be recovered.

That spring, the Alaska Air National
Guard moved out of ElImenderf and onto
its new base near Anchorage International
Airport. After an informal vote, the base
was dedicated in honor of Lt. Kulis,

Sadly, the tragedy was just the first of
several the Air Guard unit would experi-
ence over the next few years,

In Qctober 1955, a T-6 crash
near Eagle River killed |st Lt.

Clermont Q'Born and an

Army Guard observer, SFC

Norman Henry. Six months

lator, Gapt. Blinn Webstor died
falkowing & mid-alr callisian Wit h
an Air Force trainer. n February

1957, Capt. Richard Otto was

killed in a crash while participaring

in an Army National Guard training
exercise north of Anchorage,

The lowest point came in Novem-
ber of that same year. Four Alaska
Narional Guardsmen — Capt. Robert
Kafader, Ist. Lt. Dennis Stamey, SSgt.
David Dial and SSgt, Floyd Porter — died
when their transport plane crashed near
Gustavus in Southeast Alaska

Moving forward

At that time the new Air Guard
organization was small enough so that
everyone knew each other, and every
member felt these deaths persenally.
However, that did not stop them from
pushing ahead with their mission.

While other Air Guard units around
the country were receiving surplus
aireraft, in 1955 the 144th’s F-80s were
exchanged for new, top-ol-the-line F-86
"Sabre"” fighter jets. Along with new
aircraft came the unit’s third designation in
as many years, this time the (44th Fighter
Interceptor Squadron,

That designation also proved short-
lived, A decision was made at the naticnal
level to shift the Air Guard's emphasis
from air combat to airlilt, and the newly
rechristened |44th Transportation
Squadren (Light) turned in its Sabres for
C-47 "Gooney Birds" in 1957,

With the abrupt switch came many
long faces among the 144th pilots. In the
end, however, the new mission
proved to be a

marriage with the needs

of the scon-to-be-recognized state
of Alaska. The C-47s may have been old
and slow, but they were strong, versatile
and capable of taking an encrmous
amount of abuse. Alaska's rugged geogra-
phy and unpredicable weather would put
those qualities to the test

The AKANG moves inlo its
new base near Anchorage’s
international airport. Unit re-
designated 144th Fighter
Interceptor Squadron,

Col. Lars Johnson retires as Chief of Staff of
the organization he almost single-handedly
created. Former barnstermer and bomber pi-
tot William S, “Pappy” Elmore becomes the
new AKANG commander.

Unit redesignated the 144th Transportation Squadron (Light)
In December, the 1441h air-dreps faed, clothing and foys to
the Yukon River wvillage of St. Mary's Mission. Thus is born
Operalion Santa Claus, the AKANG's annual qirlift of do-
nated toys and clothing 1o rural communities around the state,



Top lefi: A C-1234 transport over Anchorage

Tep nght: Mr. Fur Face competitors gather fora
group mug shol

Bettamn left: This moose is headed for greener
paslures, courtesy of the AKANG and the Alasko
Departiment of Fish and Game

Boltom right- A ynuch smaller Kulis ANG Base

THE
NEW DECADE

BROUGHT WITH IT A NEW SET

OF WINGS. The Alaska Air National
Guard's tough but aging C-47s were
replaced by larger C-123] “Provider"
tactical airlift transports, With the new
aircraft, the |44th Air Transportation
Squadron's "light” designation was
upgraded to “medium.”

The new C-123s were not only larger
than the aircraft they replaced, but more
powerful. Each was equipped with
wingtip-meunted jets to aument their
Pratt & Whitney engines. Their 4,600
horsepower and 2,000 pounds of addi-
tional thrust helped the C-123s offset the
drag and additional weight of their most
significant modification: skis.

Early 1964 found the |44th participat-
ing in Polar Seige, the largest training
exercise ever conducted in Alaska No
one could have known that much greater
test awaited

Earth-shaking developments

On March 27, 1964, the most violent
earthquake in the recorded histery of
North America struck Southcentral
Alaska. Tsunamis devastated Valdez,
Seward and Kodiak. Gaping fissures,
crumbled buildings and burst pipes
dotted Anchorage.

In the immediate aftermath, Maj, James

Raowve arrived at Kulis
from the airport, reporting
that its control tower had
been demolished. Two Air
Guard members sped over
with a wrecking truck, which
they used to free three men
trapped in the rubble, Rowe,
meanwhile, fired up a C-123 and
want aloft, serving as an emer-
gency control tower and relaying
what he could see to the rest of
the world
Maj. Gen. Thomas Carroll, the
Alaska National Guard's adjutant
general, immediately directed Maj
John Podraza to assume command at
Kulis and activate the Guard. Downed
phone lines made communication difficult,
but that didn't matter—within 20 miputes
after the quake ended, the Anchorage
Times reperted, Guard members began
streaming into Kulis without being called.
{Indeed, most phone lines were down,
and for 2 time the areas's only reliable
communication with the ourside world

was through the powerful radios on board
Maj. Rowe's C-123)

Every resource at the Guard's disposal
was brought te bear in the disaster
response effort. Personnel from the

Moter Vehicle Section supplied
elecrricity using

The 1441h ATS
{Light} is given
an upgrade fo
Medium

The AKANG responds to the Good Friday Earthquake. In
addition io providing disaster relief, the Guard also asked
local merchants to donate baskets, eggs and candy, which
Guard members then distributed to children on Easter.

In the dead of winter, the 144th uses iis ski-equipped C-
123s to best advantage, rescuing a group of 11 scientists
from the Naval Arclic Research Institute sfranded on a float-
ing ice island in the Ardic Ocean.



emergency Power unics.
Maintenance Squadron members took
emergency steps to bring heat to strategic
buildings, and the dispensary was pre-
pared by medical technicians.

A warehouse on base was converted to
a shelter for civillians rendered homeless
by the quake, with a makeshifc dining hall
and over 100 beds, By midnight, 97 of
those beds were occupied.

QCver the next few weeks the |44th
would fly 131,000 pounds of cargo and
20| passengers in support of earthquake
relief efforts. It was, by all accounts, one
of the Alaska Air National Guard's finest
hours, and its performance earned the 12-
year-old organization the Air Force's

Outstanding Unit Award.

Guard mourns losses
On April 27, 1964 — barely a
month after the quake — an Alaska
Air National Guard C-123 plunged
inte the ocean shortly after takeoff
from the Valdez airport. Killed was the
plane's three-man crew, including the
pilet, Lt, Col. Thomas MNorris Sr.; the co-
pilot, Maj. James Rowe (who, circling
Anchorage in a C-123 a month earlier, had

1265

served as the eyes
and ears of the
world in the
aftermath of the
earthquake); and
the flight
engineer, TSgt.
Kenneth Ayers.
Also dead was
Maj, Gen,
Thomas
Carroll, the
adjutant
general of the
Alaska
National
Guard.
A Iittle over a year-and-a-half later,
tragedy struck again, as an Air Guard C-
123 went down near Cape Romanzof on
the Bering Sea Coast. Killed were Lt. Col.
Jehn Podraza, Maj. Herb Bedrow, TSgts.
Oscar Holland and Freddie Spradlin, and
35gt. Lewis Harris,

The Fairbanks Flood

Swollen by rainfall three times heavier
than normal, the Chena river suddenly
burst its banks in August 1967, flooding
much of the Fairbanks area. One woman
whose home was flooded reported that
her family didn't even have time to put
on their shoes as the

1967
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waters rushed in.

Within five hours of the first call for
assistance, the first of many C-123 flights
began carrying supplies into Fairbanks and
evacuating area residents. The homeless
were flown to Anchorage, where they
were offered shelter, food and medical
attention, either at Kulis or the Alaska
National Guard's newly-named Camp
Carroll en Fort Richardson

During a non-stop nine-day period, the
[44th accumulated 223 flying hours using
its C-123s and one C-54 “Skymaster”
transport to fly 138 sorties. At the end of
that period, the unit had ferried 2,371
pecple and more than 300,000 pounds of
supplies. Less than three years after being
presented its first Qutstanding Unit
Award, the |44th would win its second.

Another milestone

By this time, it was becoming obvious
that the Alaska Air National Guard was
outgrowing its single-squadren status
Laying the groundwork for future expan-
sion, the organization was officially
designated the | 76ch Tactical Airlift Group
in 1969. The Group retained the 144th
Tacrical Airlift Squadron as its flying unit.

1968 1969

The 144th provides the only
airlift support for Polar Strike,
a multi-force exercise involy-
ing more than 4,000 troops

The AKANG celebrales its 15th birthday with a visit from its
founder, Col. Lars Johnson. “Senator Gruening and | helped
with the Guard’s organization, but we can’t take credit for
the success that followed,” he tells the men. “Only you can ”

The AKANG is reorganized and designaled the 176th
Tadlical Airlift Group, with the 144th Taclical Airlift
Squadren os its flying unit Mere than 700 personnel
positions are authorized within the Group.



FROM ITS HUMBLE ORIGINS A
HALF CENTURY AGQ, the Alaska
Air National Guard has grown into
a professional force of more than
[,900 full- and part-time members
During that time, it has been
credited with saving tens of thou-
sands of lives and relieving pain and
suffering for many thousands more.

Among the most active Guard
organizations in the country, at any
given moment its members are at
work in the sky and on the ground,
protecting American citizens and
national interests at home and
abroad.

As the United States enters a
new era of homeland defense and
national security, it will likely rely to
a greater extent than ever on the
men and women of the Air Na-
tional Guard

USAF phale by fASal William Morns

ARANG phclo by 5-4 Jonr T Callahan

i
AXANG pholo by 176 CF W
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AKANG photo by 176 CF Visual Infarmation
Top left: A member of the 176 SFS Middle center. 176 CES firefighters
walches the June 2000 CAPEX. during a 1998 fraining exercise
Top center: SrA Martin Wiltiams of the Middle right: An unidentified member
176 MXS Engine Shop works on an of the 176th Wing during show clearing
engine operations on the Kulis ramp
Top right: Members of the 144 AS Bottomn left: 144 AS forkiift operators
unfoad Christmas goodies from a C- standby to provide assistance fo the
130 at Savoonga during Operation Anchorage International Airport affer a
Santa Claus 2000, 747 ran off the runway in 18399
Middle left: SrA. James Johnson, a Bottom center: A C-130 gets a checkup
security forces speciafist with the 168 from a member of the 176 MXS
SFS_‘ al Eielson AFB, demonstrates Bottom right: 744 AS Capt Bobby
; perimeter securily measures for Beard pilots a C-130 during Operation
\ i Operation Noble Eagle Northern Edge in March 1999

al Inforrmalion AKANG phalo by 176 CES Wisual Informalion



10 ‘She’s Guard OMBEer

"KULIS AIR NA- the country te join  on Kulis. it was the first time such units
TIONAL GUARD BASE hﬁmmﬁﬁﬁ.[ﬁl a National Guard  were deployed to help ancther Guard unit
IS MANNED AND jorie E ﬂm' st civil engineering  outside their home states.
COMMANDED BY o um‘_'ﬂmahg ﬁ]:rﬂl.ll:ﬂl'd unit} The next year, it would be the Alas-
HOMETOWN MEN,” previously & and kans’ turn te mobilize. The | 76th Civil
noted the 1969 revision iy Murst 1:,.mlpu-. y Steady growth  Engineer Flight sent their own Prime BEEF
of the Alaska Air National u.:mlhl! Lmumﬁ upt The Alaska team first to Arizona to work on several
Guard Handbool. "A T“ﬂ‘ Paulaan. ia attioors Air National construction projects, then to Nellis Air
typical Air Guardsman is a o 1A TV ol i Taetical Guard’s reorg- Force Base, Nev., to attend a five-day
young family man, carving wytsened 0 Wl LT anization as a Prime BEEF exercise. The next year found
a future for himself. He is [Repoiialy Hn ! group in 1969 a 60-member Alaska Prime BEEF team in
vitally interesred in Alaska ﬁmﬂf '1n|;r'|'nﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂ| At had set the Osan Air Force Base, Korea, helping to
and its future.” port. . stage for future  build a chapel, rebuild an ambulance

Just a year later, that Capt Paulson's expansion, By facility and augment the base’s fire crew.

description — part of it, Bob serves ‘“g‘ at;e]; non the end of
anyway — would have to be 1oad_rn35ter;ﬂi_’£ el 1970 four
changed as the chief nurse at .mi:;er:i squadrons had
Fort Richardson, Capt L : been orga-
Marjorie Paulson, became nized to

the first woman to jein the
Alaska Air National Guard

Paulson said that while the Guard teok
a year to decide whether to accept her
application — “There certainly were
people who didn't think women belonged
in the Guard,” she told the Air Guardian
after retiring in 1997 — her admission to
the | 76th Tactical Dispensary actually
generared little fuss arcund Kulis

The media was another matter.
"HURDLING THE MALE BARRIER"
blared a large headline in the Anchorage
Daity News. “AIR GUARD GCES CO-ED"
said another.

“So that was my
claim to fame,” Paulson
would joke years later.

It didn't take long
for others to follow in
her footsteps. The
next year, Jenifer
Huebner became the
first fernale Alaska Air
National Guard
enlistee (Huebner was
Copt. Morjorie Poulson  also the first woman in

perform the flight operations,
maintenance, supply and support func-
tions, Along with the tactical dispensary
had been added a communications flight
and a civil engineering unit to give the
Group the “total react capability”
enjoyed by Guard units in the other 49
states. The | 76th's focus on tactical
airlift missions would not change,
however, In fact, it was to be
expanded, and the Group was
authorized another 475 positions
on top of its 275 exijsting slots.

Another cbyvious sign of

progress was the increasing
extent o which the Alaska Air
National Guard was integrating
its operations with the LJ.S. Air
Force and other Air National Guard units
In the Fall of 1971, Kulis hosted three
“Prime BEEF" (Base Emergency Engineer-
ing Force) Air Guard teams from
Colorado, lowa and Nevada. Serving their
two weeks of annual active dury, the
visiting Guard members built a modular
dormitory, a small arms target range,
several parking areas and a base entry gate

1872

Even as America began to sulfer
through the post-Vietnam era, the Alaska
Air National Guard continued to enjoy
political and public suppert. In 1974 Kulis
added a new Operaticns Center and a

multipurpose building, and recruiting
levels would increase steadily
before dropping
off

somewhat
toward the end of the
decade.

Bigger planes for bigger things

The |44th Tactical Airlift Squadron’s
mission was changed to worldwide atrlift
in 1976, and it was assigned to the Military

1973

Lt. Ceol. Dempsey Anderson becomes the first
AKANG member to receive the Meritorious
Service Medal The citation noles he person-
ally recruited 60 new members te the group

Maij. Gen William “Pappy” Elmore retires as ANG adjutani
general He joined the AKANG as aflying instructorin 1954,
and served two separate stints {1964 to 1966 and 1271 fo
1973} in the Alaska National Guard’s top spot,

Ancther first. Airfift magazin
a married mother of six, hc
and tech school to becoms
craft mechanic



Airlift
Cormmand as the

"gaining" command in the event it
was federalized for active duty. A me-
chanical upgrade was in order, and after
|6 years of service the unit's C-123s were
replaced with C-|30E “Hercules” trans-
ports, boasting increased speed, range and
carrying capacity.

{The C-123s were returned to the Air
Force, which was then to give them to the
South Korean Air Force. Getting them to
Korea, however, posed an unforeseen
problem: the planes were so old no one in
the USAF had any experience flying them
The problem was solved when one pilot
and cne mechanic from the Group flew
to Arizona — together with a load of
out-of-print repair manuals and no-
longer-manufactured parts — to teach
their USAF counterparts how to fly
and maintain the ald birds.)

Building the total force

By this time, the increasing
integration between active ducy
and reserve-component military
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forces had progressed the point where
the concept had a name of its own: the
Total Force.

“In short, Total Force stresses a ‘shared
responsibilicy’ among all service compo-
nents of this nation,” Group Commander
Lt, Col. Edward Belyea wrote in the Airlift

newsletter. “No longer do these Reserve
forces have to depend on obsolete
equipment handed down to them by
their “big brother” active duty force.”
With its new C-130s, the 176th
Group began participating in the
Total Force almost immediately,
flying to Panama, Germany, Kerea
and elsewhere to support U.5.
milicary and humanttarian missions
It also began taking on greater
respensibilities in the annual Brim Frost
joint force exercises, and took part in the
“Red Flag” wargames program in Nevada.

All this new activity would require a
stronger support infrastructure, and in
1977 Alaska Air National Guard kicked off
one of its largest construction projects
ever. More than $3 million was invested in
a new composite maintenance building, an
aerospace ground eguipment {A{E)

support building and a new petroleum

operations facilicy on Kulis.

The

Top: Brig. Gen. Kenneth Taylos assistont adjutant
general of the Alaska Air National Guard, pins
the American legion Junior Air Force ROTC
General Military Excellence Medal on Cadet

S5gt. Margaret Holeman, a studen! of
West High School in Anchorage
USAF photo

Bottem lefl; Capt. Marjorie
Poulson, the first woman fo join the
Alaska Air National Guard

Center: A C.1234 Provider
undergoes repairs oufside fhe 176
TAG hangar in 1971, AKANG photo

by 176 CF Visual Information Unit

Bottomn right: The Air Guard flikely meant
the difference behveen life and death to

this downed pilot from King Salmon
AKANG phote by 176 CF VIU.

40,000 hours

reports that Amn. Chnis Dity,
returned from basic hraining
he AKANG's first female air-

AKANG flies surplus World
War |l torpedo nehing fo
Bethel to help shore up the
town's eroding waterfront.

Firelighters from Kulis re-
spond 1o crash of a Japan
Aidines DC-8 at the Anchor-
age International Airport

Total Force concepl begins
to be implemenied. 144th’'s
mission changes to world-
wide airlifl.

accident-free:
A new Group
safety mark
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BY THE 1980S, IT WAS EASY TO SEE
THAT THE ALASKA AIR NATIONAL
GUARD HAD CHANGED IMMENSELY
FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF THE
8144TH AIR BASE SQUADRON. It had
not only grown larger but evolved, gaining
experience and taking on more responsi-
bility as it matured

That being the case, it was perhaps no
surprise when, at age 34, the organization
spun off 2 new unit of its own,

The 68th Air Refueling Squadran
started life in 1986 as the | 76th Tactical
Airlift Group's Eielson-based Detachment
[. Its mission, under Lt, Col Doug
Clinton, was to build a tanker unit
from the ground up

In the Spring
of 1986,
mem-
bers of
the unit
— what
few there
were —
begana | 7-
day tour of
other Air
National Guard
tanker units
This trip had a
dual purpose, one
of its participants
would recount
later: “One,
conduct interviews
and make selection
for the jobs ... and
two, steal people ”

Evidently they were very persuasive,
because the new unit was staffed by 16
officers and 65 enlisted personnel by
September, when its first planes, four
renovated KC- 35 aerial tankers {military
versions of the Boeing 707), arrived

Obtained from the Arkansas Air

National Guard over vociferous objections
from local politicians, the KC-135s were
hand-me-downs, and the 168th’s other
facilities were antiquated. Despite this, the
unit still managed to supply 70 percent of
the theater's air refueling training needs in
its first six months of operation. Only two
years after being activated, its first Unit
Effectiveness Inspection resulted in a rare
"excellent” rating

The early days of the |68th, like those
of its Anchorage parent, were not
without tragedy. On

September 25,
1989, onhe of the unit's aireraft
exploded on the flightline, killing MSgt.
Cheryl Helgerman and MSge. Jim Maiico
Saddened but resolute, the other mem-
bers of the unit pushed ahead with their
MISSION.

For its first four years of existence, the
16Bth was assigned to the | 76th, which
was redesignated the |76th Composite
Group in recognition of its newly diversi-

fied components. By the end of the
decade the |48th had already reached
operational maturity. [t was redesignated
the 16Bth Air Refueling Group and began
operating indepently of the | 76th ({the

| 76th would retain its "composite”
designation in anticipation of adding the
210th Rescue Squadron—see page 14)
Under its new designation, the |168th
would fly extensive hours in suppert of
U.5 forces in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Egypt
and other Middle Eastern countries.

I 76th increases operations tempo

Back in Anchorage, the [76th
celebrared the 30th anniversary of the
Alaska Air National Guard by welcorn-

ing back an old friend, as Ruth Kulis,
widow of |st Lt Albert Kulis, came
up from California to visit the base.
That weekend “will forever be
one of the most important
memories of my life," she wrote
in a letrer of appreciation.
“While you honor the Kulis
family on such an occasion, you
are also honoring my
husband's friends who were
part of the original 16 men,
pilots and crews, who laid
the groundweork for ... the
finest organization in the
Air Nartional Guard.”

The next few years would prove her
assessment true, as the Guard became,
more than ever, an integral part of the
Alaskan landscape.

In 1985, an explosion at the village oil
storage tank in Gambell destroyed not
only their heating oil, but their primary
fuel for power generation. The |44th
brought the remote village a state
emergency response team, along with
portable generartors to restore power.

The next year, heavy rains in Cordova
broke through a reinforced dike. The

176th Group hits 60,000 accident-free flying hours. The
unit would hit the 80,000-hour mark only four years later,
reflecting its increased operations tempo and the worldwide
scale of its mission

176th Group becomes the first Air Guard unit
in the country to score an “outstanding” on «
formal Aircrew Standardization/Evalualion Test
(ASET) inspection,

Preparations begin to re-
place the 174th's C-130Es
with the newer, more cao-

pable C-130Hs
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The
80s

ever.

In the days after
the March 1989
Exacon Valdez oil
spill, the |44th flew
many sorties
delivering oil

containment
booms, supplies
and emergency
personnel to
Valdez. Air Guard
members re-
mained in place in
various support
roles even after the actual airlift
was handed over to civilian contractors. In
particular, firefighters from the |76 CES
provided crash response and fire protec-
tion for the Valdez airport, where traffic
had increased from |4 or so flights per day
to well over 400,

On a somewhat lighter note came the
effort to save a handful of gray whales
trapped in the ice near Point Barrow.
Their plight captured the ats=ntion of the
national media, and the |76th Group was
asked to provide logistical support for the
rescue attempt. The episede ended, the
Airlift reported, with the whales “last seen
headed south te vacation in the sun.”

smafl town required a
forty-foot section of large-diameter
culvert pipe to divert the flood waters
away fromn the town's hospital, Kulis
quickly generated an aircraft and crew to
supply the equipment, helping avert
extensive property damage and evacua-
tion of the hospial.

Save the whales
The Alaska Air National Guard would
. close out the decade with two of its
highest-profile missions

Far left: Navigator 2nd Lk Wendy
Brennan was the 168th Air Refuefing
Squadron’s first female aircrew
member, AKANG photo.

Top center: A big truck catches this
young man’s oftenfion of the 1985 family
day celebrotion, AKANG photo

Botom cenler: TSgt, Ralph Hitchcock, 176
MXS, AKANG photo

Right: A member of the 176th Services Flight
rofls out the gooed stuff. AKANG photo,

Kulis’ new operations/train- A restored AT-6 “Texan” at-  The Air Guardion replaces
ing building is dedicated in  tack trainer completes Kulis”  1he old Airfift newstetter as
memory of former AG Will-  colleclion of vintage unitmis-  the official 174th Group
iam “Pappy” Elmore sion aircraft, news publication,

The 17éth Composite Group, including all
suberdinate unifs, is presented with the Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award for its accomplish-
ments from June 1, 1986, to May 31, 1987,
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THE 1990s KICKED OFF WITH A
BANG, but the groundwork had been laid
three years before.

In 1987, the Air Force announced that
Elmendorf’s famed 7 |st Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron was being
deactivated.

Sen. Ted Stevens, the senior member
of Alaska's congressional delegation, asked
Alaska Air National Guard leaders if they
were interested in taking over the
mission. The Alaska Air Guard was heavily
involved in activating the 168th Air
Refueling Squadron at Eielson, but interest
was high, and the answer to Stevens’
query was a resounding “yes."

At the end of the year, Stevens an-
nounced he was seeking $74 million to
acquire the aircraft the new Guard unit
would need. Over the next few years,
representatives from the National Guard
Bureau would visit Alaska many times,
conducting site surveys and helping lay the
groundwork for the new organization.

In early 1989 the new unit bagan hiring
its first full-time personnel. From April
through June of that year, the maintenance
and operations personnel trained on a
UH-60A Black Hawik on loan from
the National Guard
Bureau,

With all the pieces falling inte place, the

210th Air Rescue Squadron was officially
recognized by the federal government on
April 4, 1990,

(The 210th moniker was derived from

a bit of Air Force history: During the
1940s and [950s, the old 10th Rescue
Boat and Air Rescue Squadrens had
gained fame for pioneering arctic search
and rescue techniques on numerous
daring missions. Alaska Air National
Guard historian MSgt. Ciff Salisbury
researched the history of the 10th and
received Air Force approval to have

the new unit designated the 210th — or
“second |0th" — in its honor.)

The military mission of the 2 | 0th was

Combat Search and Rescue — picking up
downed aircrew members during war-
time. Beyond that, the 2 |0th had an
important peacetime mission: to stand on
constant 24-hour alert, ready to rescue
military persennel and civilians stranded in
Alaska's unpredictable wilderness.

The 210th became the first 1U.5.-based

rescue unic to receive the new MH-60G
Fave Hawk helicopter when its first one
arrived in June 1990 (they would be

redesignated HH-60Gs in 1992). Three
others arrived by August.

Formal arrangments
The 210th was formally activated
with much fanfare August |1,
1990. Guests included Sen.
Stevens, Brig. Gen. Lee Lucas
(Col. Lars Johnson's former
aide), and two dozen former
members of the ald |0th
Rescue Squadren. Uncasing the
guidon, one veteran of the
10th passed it to | 76th
Composite Group Com-
mander Col. Ken Taylor, who
passed it in turn to Lt, Col. Gene Ramsay,

the new squadron’s first commander.

Organizational
work continued, and in November
and December the first of the 210cth’s
new HC-130Ns arrived. These airborne
tankers were equipped to supply the Pave
Hawks with aerial refueling. They were
also able to serve as airborne search
vehicles and as platforms for pararescue
and equipment air drops.

That others may live

Between January and March 1991, the
210th rescuers rolled into action, initially
sharing the 24-hour Alaska Theater
helicopter alert duties with the de-
activating 7 Ist. They
recaivad

210th Air Rescue Squadron aclivated . 168th
Aerial Refueling Squadron grows to Group
size, doubling its number of KC-135
“Stratotankers” from four to eight

On August 2, the 176 Com-
posite Group passes the
100,000-hour accident-free
flying mark

AKANG volunteers begin restoring one of the organization’s
old C-47 "Goceney Birds” for eventual display on Kulis
Consolidated Base Personnel OHice becomes Military Per-
sonnel Flight



credit for their first
four saves January |8,
rescuing survivors of a
light plane crash near
Cerdova. In April they
mounted their first
high-altitude rescue,
plucking two climbers
from the 8,000-foot level
of Mt. Jarvis. The next
month the squadron
would leave that mark in
the dust, setting an Air
Force record by saving a
climber stranded at the
14,400-foot level of Mt.
MeKinley.

More achievernents
followed, and the 2 |0th began to receive
notice in the national press.

In June, responding to a reguest from
the U.S. Coast Guard, the unit flew its first
long-range mission over water to rescue
an injured mariner whose boart was
beyond the unrefueled range of the Coast
Guard's helicopters.

In late October the Alaska Air National
Guard received an urgent request to help
rescue the freezing survivors of the crash
of a Canadian C-130 on Ellsmere Island,
430 miles frorm the North Pole. An HC-
130 was dispatched to the site while
maintenance crews at Kulis worked
frantically to partially disassemble two
Pave Hawks and load them aboard a
waiting C-5 "Galaxy" transport. Arriving
in Greenland shortly after midnight, the
crews worked feverishly to reassemble
the aircraft. The helicopters were put
back together and in the air in less than
seven hours; together with the HC- 130,
they were credited with |3 saves

In only its first year of operation, the
210th Rescue Squadron was given credit
for saving 72 lives and assisting in the
rescue of 20 more.
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Other activities

Rescuing Alaskans in need may have
been the most visible Alaska Air National
Guard activity in the 1990s, but outside
the glare of the spotlight the organization
was as busy as ever.

In 1994, for example, the last contin-
gent of Alaska Air National Guard
members returned home from their
second overseas rotation to Kuwait. For a
period of five months, some 60 members
rotated through there on 60-day
schedules, while rescuers from the
210th operated two helicopters out of
the desert kingdorn in support of U.S.
fighters patrolling the southern no-
fly zone over Iraq.

Two aircraft and airerews from
the |44th also flew numerous
sorties in support of Operation
Desert Shield/Desert Storm,
airlifting cargo and personnel
being staged for deployment in
the Gulf. And, amang other
deployments, members of the
[ 76 Clinic went to Shaw Air
Force Base in South Carolina to backfill
for personnel assigned to the Mideast.

On October I, 1995, the Alaska Air

National Guard’s 176th Composite Group

became the |76th Wing. The next menth,
the organization hit the 120,000 accident-
free flying hour mark. From the tragic
1965 C- 123 crash near Cape Romanzof
until 1995, the Alaska Air National Guard
had taken on Alaska's dangerous flying
conditions
without a single
major accident,
The mark would
continue to the
end of the
decade and
beyond.

Top left: SMSgt. Leif Strand receives the Senior
NCO of the Year Award and the NCO Academy
Graduates” Association Leadership Award at
Kulis® 1999 awards ceremony, AKANG photo
by ATC Kefly McManus.

Top right: AKANG volunieers search the snow
in Turnagain Pass for a missing snowmachiner.
Ancherage Daify News photo by Jim Lavrakas,

Center: TSgl. lee Langbehn puts an M40
machine gun through ifs paces at the Sportfire
Range, AKANG photo by SrA John T. Callohan

Above: Kulis ANG Base on a beautiful day
AKANG photo by #MSgf. Michae! DeYoung

Bottom right: 210 RQS pararescuers during an
exercise in the mouniains east of Anchorage
AKANG photo by SSgt Marfy Kimble

176 WG hits 120,000-hour
accidenti-free flying mark
The last major mishap was
at Cape Romanzofin 1965

Col Van P Williams Jr., commander of the 168 ARS, leaves
that organization to assume command of the 176th Wing
In Septernber 2000 he will become the first general to com-

manrd the 17éth

Five 210 RQS pararescuers are awarded the pres-
tigious MacKay Trophy for Meritorious Flight. The
award is presented for the daring 1998 rescue of
six people off Mt. Torbert, west of Anchorage



Thanks

Honoring a half-century
of sacrifice and service

gTATE OF A[AS]Q1

gt
= |
RS 1

B =
o i

Executive Proclamation

by
Tony Knowles, Governor

Lo Alasr S St Douwidwcte b e S0 nversiey ol sesiee e Aot e g 1in
swmn D Sepranber gt ST s geer v pe e b dr ks Moo Teseterams e et b
weabide i Sl e o Lo e Terators ol ALk SOH U sl s =g st
T B T M I T T T LT ST ] Y RS R N [T

Thissnia i i e st gl opsoae Lgpame el s v essesd tierp bl S Tskons
Thes sy sl Toghgals ol Hvcs foan Slermbpern s Tbarga Pl o D! oo ol 3 s sy
st ol Pl Tenains e s phet e ey i e sss R ot

Wl b vy e Sk v Sanmed b S gt s s ok Lo s ssiene st vep gl
TR B N DU | TSRS wrtltlwn B Sl ezl Loss w1y e Uragrs! fes
Fewtan sl e e Tl pesslvs thdr nasngs i o sens s e menn s epvogaes mila

Wbl Tt g van sl o St o] Ceeaed oot b Tt b anid S cipioey s s e
M atviibs aniw g ne gl P ot ovee 20050 sl Ths wontimie o el sy 1o
wuminen o el Eseanty al ol e andstan slimes

LT 23 O Y T Y P N PO PR TRY IT  TT R Y PO 1T AT e T | T T
al Jjoge Qi s

Vashid Ady Narivsod Guaed 5000 Annivessory AMonth

LI T T Y T P T T T A P I PR TR P TR PR YR (TG S R TTN IF PR ()
P | R P TR TR R D W ER TP TR A R B R ET ECSUE R

DAl A I

WLy e
bty v ethotazod e st
wf i Sare af dlaska o de affind
fet tian presplaainirion

| 76th Wing Public Affairs
Kulis Air National Guard Base
5005 Raspberry Rd
Anchorage AK 99502-1998

Faithanks Northe Star Bovough

Ray 10 2002

Ter Mwetiipurs wf Qiee Aluska Ar Nobonal Guard:

Il narely ypmma ne though 50 yeors have porsndd oot sk, but hore wo org o Lhe
qrowlh of Folrbanks and the Inardar has boon mirceed 9y the steady arowil ol
wteanfjth of tho Alasas &r Nohenal Guard  Filfy yeory o0a, pou cogan lig with 14
oirman ard offcers ona aglanse asd anoncecdblo droam Logs ab yau gl

With lha 1E8th Alr Raiuallng Wing nght harw 10 owr own backynrd, mara than 7O0
mambare slrang @t Belsan &r Forca Baga anel (i pramilas o conilnuod grewih at
Civar A Foles Station, your felbrs eauld oot bu nigniur  Alaska, and mgasd our
nallan, relled upan from the mamanl you A N6 aaslance ~ all through the Seld W
yedrs, durlng Vietnam latar In tho Poraan Gull War and now <unng tha Wi on
larrenem

Wih mara thon 2 200 membars with unitd al Eielson AFB, Limondar] AFD £ulls ANG
Base and Comp Danali, you ARvE lmanct and [mper m wine ranging st in aosh of
our lives

We ara convinced that tha draam ¢l Ikoaa very ral AlRsky A Guard membars ramiirg
alwa leday thraugh ail of your Succeas  Tha migs one you accomphsh Lhe freaoom -
our fraadom ~ that you protact [ 8s iImporan) as now as L has aver baan

Wa deeply and alncerely appresmdls 1he sschlices mada hy wach ef you, by your
familee, And your emplayers  $Vo knaw 1hal yau always gied your besl atforl, Se behall
of all ofus thank you!

Sincaraly

P
‘%I;f{"“““‘—" '\-.I-:-r'ur

Rhbnda Hoyles, Maymr‘

PRSRT STD
U S PCSTAGE
PAID
ANCHORAGE AK
PERMIT NO 838




