


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 1761h TACTICAL AIRLIFT GROUP (MAC)

RULIZ AMG BASE, 6000 AlR GUARD ROAD
AMCHORAGE, ALASKA 23502

LETTER OF WELCOME

1. Walcome to Knlis Air National Guard Base and our Twenty-filth
Anniversary Open House. Ours is a proud history of accomplishment
and progress as you will see from Lhe photos and text of this brochure.

2. Your Alaska Air National Guard is composed of individuals of high
motivabon, a variety of talents, and a full measure of dedicalion Lo
gservica. We are in a never ending search for individuals who possess
these gualities [o join our unigqus organization to help us betler serve
the community ., state, and nation. If you or an acquainlance of yours [it
this descripticon, we would urge you lo consider joining those of us who
proudly wear the blue gnilorm. Wes come {rom all walks in lile. We are
your next door neighbors in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Kenal and scallered
arsas throughout the stale. We have one thing in commeon. We are
Guardsmen and Guardswomen and we take pride in serving you.

3. Kulis Air National Guard Base is growing and so is the role of the
176th Tacrical Airlift Group. Our mission has changed and our aircralt
have changed. Our mission loday is worldwide as well as thal of
supporting the United States Air Force, the Alaskan Air Command and
the needs of the state. Wa train constantly to be ever ready for an
emergency worldwide or locally.

2. We hope that you will enjoy the activities we have arranged for you.
Tour our new facilities and see our display of aircraft. Introduca
voursell to the many fins peopla we have working hera. We encourage
you to ask questions. Qur members will be more than pleased o0 make
your visit interesting, educational and 2 memorahle axperience.

1, AKANG



PROGEAM

1200 to 1500 hours Open House

1330 to 1500 hours Entertainment {in main hanger)

1200 to 1500 hours Adr Fair - Carmival & Aerial Demonstration
{Main hangsr aree )

HISTORY — Alaska Air National Guard

The Alssks Alr Nationsl Guard was orgenized in February 1952 as
the 8144th Air Dese Sq. Tt started with 14 men snd a single
T—6 aircraft. Flying at that time was done from Elmendorf AFB.

In 1953, with the acqulasition of F-80's and T-33's, the unit was
renamed the 1i4th Fighter Bomber Squadron. In 1955, the Sgquadron
moved to its present location at Kulis ANG Base, adjacent to
Anchorage Internmations]l Arport. The bese was named after 1Lt
Alvert Kulis, an #ir Guard pilot who lost his 1ife while flyang

i training mission.

In July of 1955, P86 Sabrejets became the new aircralt end with
them the umit bhecame the 1hAth Fighter Interceptor Squadron. The
mission ol the Air Guard was changed in 1957 to airlift. The

144th was redesignsted an Air Transport Squadron with the arrival

of the familiar C-47 "Gooney Bird." This mission twrnsd out to be

a "natural® of the Alasks unit and has remuined the mission of the
northernmost Adir Guard unite In 1960, the aging Gooney's were
replaced by the larger (-123 Providers, z tactical airlift transports

In July 19569, the Squadron was raised to Group level and renamed
the 176th Tactical Airlift Group, with more than 70U authorized
positions. Five years sfter its formation, the 176th was notified
that ibs aircraft would agein be updated, this time with G-130E
Hercules. The first of the eight four-engine "Herc's" arrived
in eerly 1976. Their range, speed, and airlift cepability are
more than double those of the C-123's they replaced.

MISSTION

Shortened, the mission of the Alaska ANG 1s: Provide trained aircrews for
possible wartime use, Provide Frime Reaf {civil engineering) mobility,
Commuications response for short notice deployment anywhere, Provide aserial

drop capability, Search & Rescue capability, Aeromedical evacuation support,
support to remote AAC aites and Iogistical support and airlift of carge and
passengers. In addition, the Alaska Adr National Guard is a part of the Military
Airlilt Command which has a worldwide mission. Emergencies within the state,
humanitarian missions and constant training are other important tasks of the unit.



Qur first aircraft, the famous
T-f3 Texan. The T-6& was used to
train more pilot= chan any occther
aircraft in che weorld. The li44th
used chis in 1952 while the unit
was Stacioned at Elmendorf.

The fFirsc Jet fighter, the F-E&D
Shouoting Star,wes used by che
Alaska Alr Guard in its early
davs.

The firsc "Hot Jec', che F-BE
Sabre was a prime aircraft For
early Air Guardsmen. It proved
to be an inscant winner in che
skies over ¥orea in combatb with
Bussian Migs and was the rore-
runner of che famous Cencury
Series jets.

For 16 years, the C-123 Provider
was che major miszion alreraflc of
the unit. Tt had the capabilicy

of landing on and taking off Erom
glaciers, ice dslands, and unim-
proved airstrips. The ski equipped
aircraft were unique to this unit.




The C-54A (DC-4) was used as an administrative bird for scaff visits and

special missions beyond che general ecapability of the unit's missicon air-
crafc. It dares to approximately 1940 and cruised near 130 mph, seating

from 20 to 40 passengers.

The C=47 became the workhorse of the unirt and was ably suited for
Alaska's rupged flying conditions. This same aircraft has found a
new home at the Alaska State Transportation Muszeum near Palmer.
Pilots can tell a thousand tales abour flying the "Goon'", The air-
craft gerved rhe state and mation well and is still flewn in many

parts of the world.



-« and now
presenting

Qur present aircraft, the C-130E, began to arrive at Kulis in April of 1976.
Aquisition of the Hercules gives the Alaska Air Guard a worldwide capability.

The Hercules has a speed of 290KTWS, a range of 4,700 HM and a cargo compartment
41' x 10'3" x 9'. The C-130E is desipned to utilize short landing strips and

iz ideal for the units mission. The E model is & great improvement over earlier
C-130"s,




C=130F on a practiée drop near Eagle Hiver. On this first drop our sircrews
scored high in preflciency and accuracy.



There i= more to beinp in the Guard than
just the job. There is pride in the or-
ganization, the meeting of old [riends
once a month, a great deal of cemradeship,
and sometimes, dewnripht Fun, TYou are a
part of a team that makes up the fourth




larpest Air Force in the world - The Air
Nacional Guard.

It has been a greac 25 veasrs - full of
memaries, full of serviee. Your Adr Cuard
logks forward to the next 25 years. As we
Erow, we will be able to hekter serve vou,




PRIME BEEF

The Prime Beef Team train3 to go anywhere on a moment's notice to sac up
and carry out its civil engineering mission. This year the ream spenc
time in Japan et a project for the U.S. Air Force. Members worked long

hours to complete the project but had some time To enjoy the sighes of
Japar.

Loading up the aircraft in Japan.
The local transportation looks the same
away From home,

But officer - I bought this on 4th Ave in Anchorage!




OP. SANTA CLAUS

Operation Santa Claus began in 1957 with a mercy air—drop of food and clothing
to the village of 3t. Mary's Miszicn on the Yukon River. Donations from the Adr
Guard, the Army Guard, the Anchorage City Fire Deparbtment and other agencies

in Anchorage and the Matamiska Valley are delivered each Christmas to the
Children at the Mission and in other villages. The villages esagerly look
forward to their "Santa in the Guard plane'" in December of sach year.

In turn, Guardsmen taking part in the flight get a warm glow of Christmas
feeling from seeing the happy faces ol children. Here the villagers put on

a special Christmas show for the visiters from Kulis.




LBARE. TULESDAY

Hovember 16,1934, was a partticularly
darlk day in the history eof the Alaska
A3t Cuard. On that afternoem , Lt
Roger A Pendleton, of ¥unaks Wallew,
wag piloting a T=33 jet trainer, with
Capcain Lionel W Tietze Flving navi-
gator. L Pendleton made a radio re-
port at 5:18 PHM. Ue was Elying at
4000 feec over McKenzie Poinlk, abour
ten miles Erom Fire Island. He never
reporced in apain.

Less than nalf an hour later, a
flighec <f chree F-380 Shoocing 3tar jecs was 1o a
Lrail fommalbion In the Goose Bav area. 1o was a
craining Flight led by Lb Albert Kulis of City View.

Though a celd front, wich driving sleer and snow

was moving swifecly iace cthe atea, all four planes were [lying visu-
ally and apparently had not wvel hic cthe bad weacher, Lt Kulis went
into a steep diving tura, disappearing ince 2 cloud bank about eight
miles across Cook Inler From Anchorage. 1lis wingman reporbed that
he losc sighct of che ailrcrafc.

Bcoause of weather conditioms, the 2lsc Air Rescue Squadron could
oot pet a plane oFf the ground until one o'clock che fellowing morning.
Thirtv—one milicary aircrafc and a score of bush pilots teok parc in
the seargn hut no trace of bhe two planes was ever Found.

We dedivate this day to che memery of the galluont pilot whe fave us our name —

Lr Alberl Kulis.










KEY PERSONMEL, ALASKA ATR HATIONAL GUARD

Jay A Hammonpd, Governor, Stare of Alsska

Conrad F Necrason, Maj Gen, Alaska NG

Clayton D Moore, Col, AKANG
Robert A Goodman, Col, AFANG
Edward & Belyea, Lt Col, AMANG
Faul W Lindemuth, Lc Col, AEANG
Clarence H Ryherd, Lt Col, AHANG
Gary D Blipk, Lc Col, AEANG
Welker A Arthur Jr, Maj, AKANG
Roberc H Buhle, Mzj, AKARG
Bobert H Taylor, Lr Col, AKANG
James F Reker, Capc, ARANG
Jamea B Logg, Capt, AKANG
George R Veat, Capt, ANANG

Horold D Bryan Jr, Maj, AKANG

Commander in Chief

The Adjutant General

The Asar Adjutsnt Gen, Air
Director, Air Admin Diviaiem
Commander, 176th TAGp

Deputy Commander for Operationsg
Deputy Commandar Eor Logiaties
Commander, l44th TASq
Commander, 176th C55q
Commander, 176th CAM 5gq
Commander, 1¥6th CE Flc
Commander, 176th COMM Flt
Commander, 17&th W35 Flc
Commender, 176th A P Flt

Commander, 176th TAC Diap
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